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to carry on the war of the rebellion, and bring it to a successful
issue. For the distinguished ability with which the State
and War Departments were managed during the rebellion the
country is greatly indebted to Mr. Seward and Mr. Stanton.
Other members of Mr. Lincoln's Cabinet were men of great
executive ability. Lincoln was unmethodical and without exe-
cutive ability, but he selected advisers who possessed these
qualities in an eminent degree.

To sum up his character, it may be said that as a man he was
honest, pure, kind-hearted, and sympathetic; as a lawyer, clear-
headed, astute, and successful; as a politician, ambitious,
shrewd, and farseeing; as a public speaker, incisive, clear, and
convincing, often eloquent, clothing his thoughts in the most
beautiful and attractive language, a logical reasoner, and yet
most unmethodical in all his ways; as President during a great
civil war he lacked executive ability, and that resolution and
prompt action essential to bring it to a speedy and successful
close; but he was a philanthropist and a patriot, ardently
devoted to the Union and the equality and freedom of all men.
He presided over the nation in the most critical period of its his-
tory, and lived long enough to see the rebellion subdued, and
a whole race lifted from slavery to freedom. The fact that he
was at the head of the nation when these great results were
accomplished, and of his most cruel assassination, before there
was tune to fully appreciate the great work that had been done
during his administration, will forever endear him to the Ameri-
can people, and hand his name down to posterity as among the
best, if not the greatest, of mankind.

Another manuscript, addressed to Mrs. Gershom
Jayne, the mother of the first Mrs. Trumbull, in answer
to a communication from her, gives TrumbulPs views
on religion:

CHICAGO, Apr. 22,1877.

DEAB MOTHER: I scarcely know how to reply to your texts
of Scripture and your solicitude for me. If the fervent prayers
of the righteous avail, it would seem as if yours and those of
my departed Julia should have their influence, and I sometimes
feel as if the spirit of my dear Julia was even now not far away.anagement of their respective depart-
